
Funeral Message for Kenneth Paul Fogelsonger, February 12 2016 

 
TEXT:  Isaiah 25:6-9 
THEME:  TRUST IN THE LORD; REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN HIS SALVATION 
 
On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a 
banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.  On this mountain 
he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from 
all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth.  The LORD has 
spoken.  In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he 
saved us.  This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his 
salvation."                  NIV84 
 
Dear Janet and Laurissa, Terry, Family and Friends of Our Dear Departed Brother, Ken, 
 
The Lord is risen! (people respond) He is risen, indeed!  That is how Ken and I would greet 
each other on Easter Sunday morning when I would arrive about 5:30 for the Easter 
Sunrise Service and find him already working in the kitchen, helping to prepare the 
breakfast for several hundred people.  I will greatly miss that this year, but Ken won’t.   
 
Any of us who ever tasted Ken’s cooking—at Rivette’s Regal House or the Broadway 
House or the Bay City Yacht Club or through Ken and Janet’s catering—will miss the 
delicious flavors of his good, hearty food.  Even while losing weight, I could not resist a 
taste of his Wisconsin Beer Cheese Soup.  We will miss that, but Ken won’t. 
 
Ken loved serving his Lord and he did so willingly as a member of Trinity’s Board of 
Education and as the Vice President of the congregation.  I often sat next to him at 
meetings and appreciated his insights and firm resolve to do what was right for the Lord, 
his called workers, and his church family.  Trinity will miss that, but Ken won’t. 
 
Anyone who knew Ken enjoyed his sense of humor, his caring and tender-hearted attitude, 
his ability to talk with anyone and make them feel special because they had his full 
attention.  We’ll all miss that, but Ken won’t. 
 
After his Lord, Ken’s greatest love was for his family.  And it is a big, close-knit family, in 
part, because of Ken.  He tried to talk with at least one member of his extended family 
every day.  Laurissa, he loved you so much, was so proud of your accomplishments, and 
was excited for your future as a doctor of physical therapy.  You will all miss Ken at those 
family gatherings and milestones, but don’t feel sorry for Ken because Ken won’t. 
 
We could mention many other things that were very dear to Ken, like Mr. Hot Dog sales 
and fishing.  The fishing part is obvious with a tackle box holding his earthly remains.  You 
will miss doing those things with him, but Ken won’t.   
 
How can I be so sure that Ken won’t miss any of these things?  How can you be so sure 
that Ken has not missed out on so much by dying so young?  Because as believers, as 
children of God, as Bible-believing Christians we know what Ken has now and what Ken is 
enjoying right now.  The prophet Isaiah, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, has given us one 
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of the most beautiful and comforting pictures in the entire Bible.  When thinking about what 
I could share from God’s Word with you today, I couldn’t help but think of this passage. 
 
The banquet Isaiah described is one of the richest the ancient world could imagine.  It is the 
best, the ultimate feast.  It is “a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged 
wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.”  The wine is aged to increase its color 
and quality.  The meat is fat and rich.  Everything is the most desirable.  Can’t you just see 
Ken’s smile as he takes in this extravagant banquet of the Lord?  He never got to work with 
such wonderful ingredients and now he gets to enjoy what the Lord has prepared for him. 
 
But you know, Ken, and you and I as Christians have already gotten a taste of this banquet.  
It is the banquet of God’s grace.  The Savior-God—the Lord Almighty—has prepared for us 
the best his love could offer:  rich compassion, wonderful forgiveness, and every satisfying 
food for the soul.  We eat of this banquet of grace every time we hear the gospel or make 
use of the sacraments.  Every time we read and study God’s Word, we eat from God’s 
banquet table and receive nourishment for our souls.  Through this banquet of grace—the 
gospel in Word and sacrament—God dispenses forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  
Ken ate regularly of God’s banquet of grace here on this earth and enjoys it fully now in 
heaven.  He could not want for more; he is not missing anything. 
 
Of course, we are here today because of a death and we mourn our loss.  It is deep and it 
hurts.  But our God has an answer for death.  Isaiah says, “he will swallow up death 
forever.”  When one swallows something, it disappears and ceases to exist.  Human effort 
cannot remove death; we saw that so vividly last Friday and Saturday.  Modern medicine 
cannot vaccinate us against death.  Only God can swallow up death.  He did that through 
the saving work of his Son, who paid for our sins with his innocent death and rose from the 
dead to assure us of our eternal life in heaven.  Yes, Ken’s body died and is now awaiting 
the resurrection of the dead on the Last Day.  But Ken’s soul lives on and is with the Lord at 
the wedding banquet of the Lamb.   
 
With death overcome, our God takes one more step for us today.  “The Sovereign LORD 
will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people 
from all the earth.  The LORD has spoken.”  Human tears flow from hearts that are 
broken and aching.  Tears are often the only response we humans can muster in the face 
of circumstances we cannot change.  Yet what a remarkable promise our God gives to you 
today.  He will wipe the tears from your cheeks.  God himself pauses to comfort you and 
tenderly wipe away your tears.   
 
These verses are among the most comforting in Scripture.  St. Paul echoed them in his 
great resurrection chapter, 1 Corinthians, chapter 15.  St. John echoed them in the last 
book of the Bible, Revelation.  What is our response to such comfort?  Let us offer God our 
songs of praise for the blessings of his grace—for giving us Ken as an earthly companion, 
for Ken’s and our forgiveness, for Ken’s and our victory over death, for Ken’s and our 
eternal life with God.  May our song forever be:  "Surely this is our God; we trusted in 
him, and he saved us.  This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad 
in his salvation."  Amen.    

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 


